
Unit 6:  Legislative Branch 

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Name: Legislative Branch 
Pacing 15 days 

9-12.GV.1.GS.A 
Analyze laws, policies, and processes to 
determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.C 
Analyze the unique roles and 
responsibilities of the three branches of 
government to determine how they 
function and interact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.D 

Learning Targets: 
➢ I will show that laws, policies, and 

processes have intended and 
unintended consequences for 
individuals and groups in society. 
 

➢ I will look at the past and present, 
identify cause and effect, to make 
predictions about the outcomes of a 
political decision, and be able to 
identify the subsequent 
consequences and benefits.  

 
 
 
 
 

⮚ I will explain the structure of 
Congress. 

⮚ I will explain how the houses of 
Congress function. 

⮚ I will compare and contrast the 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate 

⮚ I will explain how a bill becomes a 
law. 

 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.GV.3.CC.C 
Trace the significant changes in roles, 
powers and size of the three branches of 
government. 
 
9-12.GV.3.CC.D   
Analyze the changing relationship between 
state and federal governmental powers.   
 
  
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.B 
Analyze changing ideals regarding an 
“active judiciary,” an “active legislature” 
and an “active executive branch” in United 
States government over time.       
 
9-12.GV.3.PC.B 
Evaluate the intended and unintended 
impact of government decision-making on 
individuals, groups, and society. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related 
to a study of government. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.D 
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about government, determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple 



Describe and give examples of how the 
constitutional principle of checks and 
balances limits the powers of government 
and leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.E 
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific issue tied to government as well 
as the challenges and opportunities faced 
by those trying to address the problem. 
 
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.A 
Trace the changing power relationships 

⮚ I will explain the primary 
responsibilities of the 3 branches of 
government. 

⮚ I will explain how Supreme Court 
decisions affect the other branches. 

⮚ I will explain how the principle of 
checks and balances affects how 
the branches function and interact. 
. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the 
legislative branch checks the other 
2 branches. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the 
executive branch checks the other 2 
branches. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the 
judicial branch checks the other 2 
branches. 

⮚ I will describe how checks and 
balances place limits on our 
government. 

⮚ I will give define and give examples 
of Congressional oversight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
⮚ I will analyze the causes and effects 

of (specific issue). 
⮚ I will analyze the challenges and 

opportunities of addressing 
government issues.                
 
 

points of views represented in the resource 
 
 

 

 
 



between branches of the United States 
government over time.  

⮚   I will explain how the “necessary 
and proper” clause expands the 
power of the legislative branch. 
 

⮚   I will explain how Marbury v 

Madison expanded the power of the 

judicial branch. 

 

⮚  I will explain how the power of the 

executive order increased 

presidential power. 

⮚ I will explain how the amendments 
and Supreme Court decisions 
affected the balance of power 
among the branches. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Ideas: 

 
Congress makes laws for our entire 
country and serves as a check to 
power for the other branches. 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What is the purpose and structure of 
Congress? 
 
 
How does a bill become law? 
 

Vocabulary: 
constituents 
apportionment 
appropriation 
impeachment 
oversight 
expressed powers 
concurrent powers 
implied powers 



How does the system of checks and 
balances grant and limit power to 
Congress? 
 

necessary and proper clause 
gerrymandering 
bills 
standing committees 
select committees 
joint committees 
deficit 
bill of attainder 
ex post facto laws 
subpoenas 
commerce clause 
quorum 
pocket veto 
conference committees 
rider 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


